Graves' ophthalmopathy and atrophic thyroiditis: a case report.
Graves' ophthalmopathy (GO)--also known as thyroid-associated orbitopathy or ophthalmopathy--usually affects patients with Graves' disease. Antibodies stimulating the TSH receptor are thought to be involved in the pathogenesis of this important and disabling extra-thyroidal manifestation of Graves' disease. Less frequently, GO occurs in subjects who neither have nor have ever shown evidence of thyroid dysfunction ("euthyroid GO"), while the occurrence of GO in patients with autoimmune Hashimoto's thyroiditis is thought to be quite rare and has sporadically been reported. The late and abrupt occurrence of severe GO without hyperthyroidism in an 88-yr-old woman with primary myxedema due to atrophic thyroiditis must be considered as an exceptional event. In this patient, GO was combined with elevated titres of serum auto-antibodies directed against the TSH receptor, while serum levels of anti-thyroglobulin and thyroperoxidase antibodies were within the normal range or only occasionally slightly above the normal values.